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About the Trust
The Trust works with parliamentarians, other decision-makers and opinion 

formers, delivering events and educational programming to help 

them better understand antisemitism, and supporting them to take 

action against it. This work occurs predominantly through the All-Party 

Parliamentary Group Against Antisemitism to which the Trust  

provides the secretariat.

232 Parliamentarians

engaged with in 2019

30 APT and APPGAA 

events  in 2018 and 2019
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Antisemitism in the UK
Every year in the UK, as work carried out by the Antisemitism Policy Trust 

shows, there are 170,000 antisemitic searches on Google. In 2019, 

the Community Security Trust recorded 1,805 antisemitic incidents, 

the highest total recorded in a calendar year. In research conducted by 

the Institute of Jewish Policy Research for the EU’s Fundamental Rights 

Agency and published in 2018, 84% of 4,000 British Jews surveyed said 

antisemitism is a problem in public life. Extremist rhetoric in politics is 

rising, antisemitism in public life is pervasive and anti-Jewish racism is 

on the increase. The work of the Antisemitism Policy Trust to educate 

parliamentarians and policy makers and empower them to take action 

against antisemitism is therefore vital.
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International Work
Throughout 2019 the Trust organised and assisted with overseas visits 

to engage in global efforts to address antisemitism. This included visits 

to Bratislava and Washington. In addition, the Trust’s expertise was sought 

by the OSCE for a conference on gendered antisemitism in Denmark, 

by French civil servants for a meeting on the IHRA definition, by visiting 

Austrian and Australian MPs and by the US Special Envoy for Combating 

Antisemitism. We also benefited from our stakeholder partnerships, visiting 

Boston and Berlin with Chelsea and Facebook respectively. We engaged 

with the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief, working 

with the APPG Against Antisemitism to host an evidence session for him. 

Our work was referenced in his subsequent report which underpins UN 

plans to address antisemitism.
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Media Engagement
The Trust works with journalists to in its efforts to educate opinion 

formers, through the press and other means. In 2019, the Trust engaged 

in a significant volume of media work, and was cited in or otherwise 

contributed to The Times, iNews, Evening Standard, The Guardian, BBC 

News, Huffington Post, Jewish Chronicle and Jewish News.
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Policy Work
Both through engagement with Parliament, and outside it, the Antisemitism 

Policy Trust has sought to inform and pursue policy changes to improve 

efforts to address antisemitism. 

The Trust worked to support parliamentary debates on antisemitism, 

the Holocaust, discrimination in sport and international antisemitism. The 

Trust also provided evidence to parliament about measures to address 

electoral abuse. 

Our focus in 2019 remained digital policy and specifically work to address 

online harms. The Trust engaged heavily in the Government’s pre-

legislative processes, meeting officials, MPs, industry and regulators and 

submitted to the Online Harms White Paper consultation. 
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Many of our proposed policy positions, of introducing a regulator and a 

duty of care for social media and other operators in the online space, have 

been adopted by Government. In addition to this formal policy work, we 

published our ‘Big Data’ report which was featured in the Guardian, 

mentioned in parliamentary debates and referenced in reports by the UN, 

the Extremism Commission and others. 

The Trust continued to produce policy and other briefings throughout 

2019, including on; antisemitism in major political parties; the IHRA defintion 

of antisemitism; international antisemitism; misogyny and antisemitism and 

on penal reform. 



8 All About Us

APPG Against Antisemitism

The Trust provides the secretariat to the All-Party Parliamentary Group 

Against Antisemitism (APPG). In this role, Trust staff supported its then 

chair John Mann MP (now Lord Mann) in his work against antisemitism, 

sent regular updates to parliamentarians and helped to increase the size 

of the group. Numerous MPs and Peers joined the APPG in 2019 through 

engagement with the Trust’s work, and the group membership now stands 

at over 150 members across both Houses of Parliament. 

In addition, the Trust assisted with events run under the APPG banner, and 

sometimes jointly between the two organisations. 



9

For example, the Trust organised tours of London seeking to provide 

parliamentarians with a clearer understanding of the impacts of antisemitism 

on the Jewish community. The Trust also helped organise performances 

of a unique one-man show by actor Marlon Solomon which explores 

conspiracy theories and anti-Jewish racism. 

In addition to the Trust’s work servicing the APPG, it was called on to 

provide a further secretariat role to the newly appointed Independent 

Advisor on antisemitism to HM Government.   
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Stakeholder Engagment
In addition to working with Members of Parliament, throughout 2019   

the Trust engaged with other key figures, for example, the independent  

Extremism Commissioner.  

The Trust has been awarded grants from Government for our work, 

including to address antisemitism online.  We are a trusted partner for 

Government Departments and in 2019, provided expert opinion on 

Government policy both to departments and through official consultations. 

We also gave evidence to Parliamentary Select Committees and helped to 

inform the development of policy for a number of official regulatory bodies.

The Trust was also called on to explain antisemitism and its impact at a 

number of events with NGOs and other third sector bodies.
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Recent publications
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